
In February we took our residents on a journey to China.  We heard stories and looked at pictures taken by 

staff who have visited there.  We celebrated Chinese New Year with dumplings, rice wafers and watching a 

dragon dance.  We also watched Disney’s documentary “Born in China”.  Some of our ladies wore authentic 

dresses of the culture.   
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As we write this newsletter, we can say 

that we are officially out of outbreak. It 

feels as though it has been a very long 

time since we could say that.  Now that 

we are no longer in outbreak status, we 

can resume family visitations.  As of 

now, visitations are still limited to one 

designated visitor.  We now have the 

capability to perform  rapid testing for 

Nursing Home visitors prior to their vis-

it.  We ask that these visitors come 15 

minutes before their visit to have this 

done.  We would like to remind you 

to please continue to follow all the 

public health orders that are in place 

at this time, which includes wearing a 

medical grade mask worn properly 

when in our building, no sharing of 

food or drink with your resident and 

visitation will occur in the resident’s 

room. No walking the hallways with 

your resident will be permitted.   We 

appreciate your cooperation in this.  

We hope and pray that our visitations 

can be long lasting.  Welcome back! 

We are also pleased to announce 

that our hairdresser Bertha Klaas-

sen has resumed hair appoint-

ments as of February 22.  We are 

so pleased to have her back as 

well! 



April Events 

April 1 Easter Brunch 

April 9 Birthday Party 

April 12 –16 Crackling Breakfasts 

April 19—23 Armchair Travel: Philippines  

  

The Red Cabinet 

Over the years I have enjoyed hearing ‘life stories’ from our residents ranging from where they 

grew up to what life was like so long ago. These accounts of their accomplishments, failures, joys 

and sorrows are entangled with feelings and emotions making the journey sacred. I wish every 

resident could have a memoir written about their life. Maybe that’s a challenge I will leave with 

you! 

As a teenager I loved to climb our windmill and from that vantage point I could see the home-

steads of our Fehr, Hamm, Rempel and Siemens ancestors going back 3 generations. With the use 

of binoculars I was able to see the houses where my mom and dad were born. Over time these 

places changed and in 1982 my Grandpa and Grandma Fehr’s house was to be demolished. It had 

stood for nearly 100 years and had sheltered all 16 of the Fehr children. A few weeks before it was to be burnt 

down I had permission to explore the two story farmhouse and salvage whatever I could. Walking into the house I 

was instantly transported to a different time. Feeling melancholy I stood in the place once filled with so much life…

voices, dreams, tears, family gatherings, food, laughter, music and singing. I entered the 

room my father shared with his numerous brothers. Then…I loaded up several old doors, a 

wooden chest and some vintage school notebooks I found in the attic. There was one more 

item to load but I would need help. The next day my father and brother came with me and 

we carried out the red Mennonite cabinet that I was able to carefully dislodge…it had been  

partially built into the wall of the living room during its construction in the 1890s. Many 

years ago this red cabinet was special to us grandchildren as it was the place where 

Grandpa stored an assortment of candy that he would share with us. 

Over the past year many of us, due to Covid, have taken time to recall the past by looking 

at  old yearbooks, faded photographs, old journals and letters, etc. During this time I have 

restored that old red cabinet. I pulled it out of storage, cleaned it up, and applied several 

coats of ‘Mennonite Red’ paint. One day I will fill it with candy as well!  

I trust the past 12 months have given you opportunities to reflect on what ‘once was’ and 

possibly begin to restore areas that may have been forgotten, damaged or broken. We can 

walk through the ashes of the past and maybe, if we’re honest, recall the hopes and dreams even while naming the 

losses. The ebb and flow of life teaches us how to hold on but also how to let go…albeit the latter is usually done 

reluctantly. But, even in letting go, we see other doors open and these portals can lead to the restoration of 

‘something old’…such as relationships, memories, regrets, thought patterns and so on. God is guiding us through 

‘places of old’ to ‘places of new’. Therefore, be kind to yourself while on this earthly journey and may the peace and 

comfort of the “Eternal Christ” give you hope. Amen. 

  A Word From Our Chaplain—Amos Fehr 

Please note that 

although we 

have uploaded 

Activity calen-

dars, our activi-

ties are scaled 

down to meet 

the regulations 

of SHA and the 

Ministry of 

Health.   

We are always amazed at our 

residents ability to adapt to 

change and new technology.  

Here we have one of our fa-

mous puzzlers  working on a 

puzzle on the IPad.  She 

picked it up in no time! 


