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It’s BBQ season! During the months of June, July, August, and September, residents can enjoy a burger and/or
hotdog out on the patio. It’s been great to see the residents enjoy the fresh outdoor air and the flowers in the
patio area. I wonder what the discussion at this table was about?

July Events:

thern on our family farm. My formal education is in accounting. Over the years,

July 8

Birthday Party

July 11

BBQ (Sunrise Place)

counting and senior management. I en-

July 12

BBQ (West)

working with people more. This position

July 13

BBQ (East)

July 14

BBQ (Pineview)

July 25 — 29 Log Cabin Dinners
A Word from our new Administrator
I would like to introduce myself to all our residents and their families. My name is Mark Hildebrandt and I have been hired as the new
Administrator of the MNH.
I grew up about five miles southeast of Ros-

I have had different positions in ac-
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joy working with numbers, but I like
will give me a lot of both.
I am grateful that Joan has agreed to
stay around a little longer to help me
transition into this position. I am humbled to have the opportunity to work
along side a great team in the homes of
our residents. I started here at MNH on
June 27th and have been working on
meeting our residents and their families.
There is a lot of new names and faces
but I look forward to meeting all of you.
If I am not in the hallways, please stop
by my office and say hello.
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“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled; do not
be afraid.” John 14:27

August Events
August 5

Birthday Party

August 8

BBQ (Sunrise Place)

August 9

BBQ (West)

August 10

BBQ (East)

August 11

BBQ (Pineview)

August 22-26 Log Cabin Dinners

We have begun to resuscitate our volunteer program.
Having volunteers back reminds us of the value that

Follow our page on Facebook at
“Mennonite Nursing Homes Inc.”

they bring for our residents and our home. Although
all of our programs are not in full swing yet, it is a
work in progress. Slowly but surely!

Celebrating Canada—Amos Fehr
Whether it was 5 years ago or 5000 years ago we all have a unique history of how we came to this land called Canada. It has
been 441 years since my ancestors moved from Holland to Poland due to the horrific religious persecution directed at the
Mennonites by the Dutch political and religious authorities. Gijsbert Jansz De Veer (my grandfather 14 generations ago) left
his business, as a grain merchant in Amsterdam, and with his wife Deborah, and 5 children, moved to Danzig, Poland. Here
they felt safe and secure and he soon began working as a grain merchant at the Danzig seaport. My ancestors would call
Poland (Prussia) their home for the next 250 years. Our surname went for De Veer
to De Fehr and eventually to Fehr. Even a new language evolved during their years
in Poland called Plautdietsch. However once again, due to political/social turmoil,
most Mennonites left everything they owned and moved to Russia (Chortitza,
Ukraine) in 1789. Less than one hundred years later another “government overreach” resulted in a major Mennonite migration. This time from Russia to the other
side of the world…to a place called Canada! My wife’s great great grandfather was
David Klassen. He, along with two other men, planned and organized a way for families, over 7000 people, to move from the Ukraine to Manitoba in 1874. It was a grueling 6-7 week journey of walking, riding on wagons, boarding a ship to cross the
The Cairn at Amos and Wendy’s acreage in
cold and windy Atlantic Ocean and eventually a train to Fargo, North Dakota. From
Riverside, Manitoba
there a steam boat brought them up the Red River and into Canada! [A few years
later he, along with 22 other relatives, passed away and were buried in unmarked graves on what would eventually become
part of our property in Manitoba. In 1993 we hired a company to build a cairn at this important, yet forgotten, grave site]. At
the time of their arrival the flood plains of the Red River Valley, along with its numerous tributaries, were not seen as a feasible place to settle due to the numerous spring and summer flooding in that region. The early Anglo settlers and fur traders
warned the Mennonites of how the waters rise up quickly and stay at high levels for 1-2 months. But the Mennonites, experienced in building dykes and draining land water in Holland, Poland, and Russia, decided to give it a try. The rest is history.
By God’s grace we live in this amazing land that is shared by brothers and sisters of all nationalities. It is far from perfect
and still wonderful at the same time. I am thankful for the men and women who sensed God’s leading to pack up and move
to this land so long ago. I cannot imagine the blood, sweat, tears and sacrifice! A few days ago we celebrated “Canada Day”
and hopefully we remembered the privilege of living in this country. In 1 Samuel 7:12 we read how Samuel erected a stone
cairn…a monument…for future generations to see and to reflect on God’s mercy and to give thanks. Whenever people would
observe the monument they could remember how God specifically intervened and guided them along their journey. May we
do the same!

